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remedial methods in arithmetic and recommends a num-
ber of tests for measurement and diagnosis in this field.
The analysis of a survey test given to the entire group
will show the position of each child in relation to the
group and to the test norms and the kind of errors made
by each child. Further analysis would show more clearly
the specific arithmetical abilities in which the child is
weak, the arithmetic processes by which he arrives at a
given result, his attitude toward arithmetic, and any
physical or emotional factors that may be interfering
with his success.
The following quotation taken from Maxim s A Genius in
the Family 21 illustrates concretely the way in which an inade-
quate idea of arithmetic, acquired in school through instruc-
tion that emphasized in the beginning formal, abstract ideas
of dealing with number, was changed by introducing number
in the form of concrete experience:
When Florence had been at school long enough to begin arith-
metic, something happened and she could not go on. The child
appeared unable to grasp what it was the teacher wanted her to do. •
Possibly it was the combination of a stupid and unimaginative
teacher and an intensely imaginative and high-strung child. . . .
The teacher informed my mother that Florence had exhibited a
total inability to understand arithmetic. Manifestly the child was
defective mentally.
There was a long conference during which my mother got it across
to my indignant father that the trouble had been arithmetic, and if
he would take a hand in the matter Florence might be brought out
of her difficulty. . . .
After supper he inveigled Florence into some sort of conversation
about games and puzzles. . . . Finally he said:
"I say, Florence, you ought to be the kind that enjoys arithmetic.
You have such a clear mind that you would be good at it. It's lots
of fun when you play it the right way. Do you have arithmetic at
your school?'*
Florence was not enthusiastic. She indicated that they had arith-
metic at her school but she did not like it.
"Oh well, if you don't like it then they are not playing it right.
Let me show you how we used to play it when I was a boy down in
21 Hiram Percy Maxim, A Genius in the Family. Sir Hiram Stevens Maxim
through a Small Son's Eyes, pp. 113-121. New York: Harper and Brothers,
1936.

